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Introduction
     In the following book report and review, I will discuss the summary of my book entitled “The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes” by Alger. First, I will mention a brief presentation of the main character, the complications or conflict that arose within the story, the climax and the solutions that ensued. Second, I will write about two main characters mentioning some personality traits and appearance while providing specific examples within the story. I will also mention what I liked and disliked of each character. Third, I will discuss my opinion of the book in much more detail. For example, I will elaborate my likes and dislikes about the book while incorporating what I thought about the book in general. Furthermore, I will highlight what I learned, the changes I would make within the book and the target audience I think the book should be recommended for. Finally, I will attach a brief summary of each chapter within the book.                      

Summary of the Book
       Rodney Ropes, the main character of the story, had many struggles in life. Rodney was going to a boarding school when he received a letter from his guardian saying he had lost his fortune. Rodney also received a case of his mother’s jewelry and one hundred dollars. Rodney could not afford the school any more and was forced to leave. Rodney was heading to the city of New York to look for a job. 
One day Rodney still had not found a job and he was walking down a street comer when he found a case. Rodney looked in the case and it contained expensive jewelry. Rodney made another friend called Mr. Pettigrew, a rich man but he did not want people to know he was rich because when he left there his place he was poor and people said he would not make it. Mr. Pettigrew and Rodney finally arrived in the small town in Vermont. Everyone who asked Mr. Pettigrew who that person was with him he would say a rich man from New York. Mr. Pettigrew gave Rodney money and told him to check into the near by hotel where he could talk to his uncle. Mr. Pettigrew went straight to his uncle’s after talking with a few friends. Mr. Pettigrew gave Rodney a mining job there in his main mine. Even thought Rodney was getting treated better and getting paid better then the other miners Rodney did not like the work. After about a week working in the mines Mr. Pettigrew could tell Rodney did not like working in the mines so he called him in the office and gave him a job as a new hotel manager. One evening on his way back from work, Rodney ran into trouble with two men. They held Rodney ransom in a dark non man made cave. They would not let him go unless there demands were met. The two people that were holding Rodney ransom told there slave boy to break the news to Mr. Pettigrew. The salve boy went and told Mr. Pettigrew and told him to pay off the ransom of two thousand dollars or Rodney died. Mr. Pettigrew came up with a plan and told two of his miners that were outlaws in the pass to follow the slave boy back to the cave. In the mean time Rodney was tided up and locked in the cave. Rodney escaped why his captors were gone and explored the cave. After about and hour of exploring he found something very exciting. Rodney found a gold mine within the cave. Rodney looked at the gold for a second and remembers his captors would be back any second. Rodney sat back own and tied his self up right before his captors came back. Mean while the two miners Ted and Brad was about fifteen minutes away from the cave. Rodney knew Mr. Pettigrew would help but he did not know how. About twenty minutes later Brad and Ted broke down the cave door and shot the two captors and saved Rodney’s life. Ted and Brad took Rodney back to Mr. Pettigrew. Mr. Pettigrew was so happy when he saw Rodney again that he cried. Mr. Pettigrew thanked Ted and Brad tons for saving Rodney’s life. Rodney told Mr. Pettigrew when they were along what he had found in his captors cave. Rodney told him it was a wild cave and no one owned it. Rodney and Mr. Pettigrew went there that day and looked at the gold. Mr. Pettigrew said it was the most expensive deposits of gold he had ever seen. Mr. Pettigrew and Rodney then clammed the cave. About two weeks later a gold mining company contacted Mr. Pettigrew and offered two hundred thousand dollars for the mine. Mr. Pettigrew sold the mine and split the money with Rodney. 
Character Description of Rodney Ropes
Rodney has many physical characteristics. Rodney is a tall thin man. He has brown eyes and brown hair. He is not a very muscular boy. Overall, Rodney is a sharp looking guy.
     Rodney has many personal characteristics. Rodney is an honest and super nice guy. For example you can see how nice and trustful he is when he returned those valuable diamonds. Rodney is not disrespectful unless people are disrespectful back. This is shown when Rodney and Jasper are talking on the street and Rodney pushed him down. Rodney is confident and always positive. An example is shown when he let Mike live with him. Rodney is an intelligent person and can be aggressive when he needs to be. Rodney is intelligent. This is shown when, he tutors Author.  
                                           Character Description of Mr. Pettigrew 
      Mr. Pettigrew has many physical characteristics. Mr. Pettigrew is a tall thin man. He has black hair and blue eyes. Mr. Pettigrew is a muscular guy. His facial hair is black and it runs down the side of his face. Mr. Pettigrew is a sharp looking guy over all.  
      Mr. Pettigrew has many mental characteristics. He is a generous and caring person unless you are mean to him. His generous and caring is shown in the story when he helped the Minster, Rodney, his uncle Cyrus. Mr. Pettigrew can be an aggressive person. This is shown when he grabbed Mr. Wheeler by the neck and told him to leave town. Mr. Pettigrew is an intelligent person. This is shown when he became successful off one hundred dollars that his friend gave him. Mr. Pettigrew is a dependable friend. This is shown when he did not leave Rodney behind and saved Rodney’s life when he was being held ransom.  

Conclusion
This is such a spectacular book that I will recommend it to everyone. I will especially recommend it too my friends and family. I wish I could recommend it to everyone it is such a good book. I will start recommending this author to more people to many people also. I will also recommend this too many web sites to start if they do not already sell it.     

     I liked the whole book it was a wonderful book but there are a few things I really liked about it. I like that the charter was not lazy and that he did not try to get by things. I like how he always tried to help. An example is when he helped Mike Flynn. Rodney was like a brother to Mike and really helped him out. I also liked how trust worthy Rodney was. An example is when he returned the pocketbook, the diamond articles and the one hundred dollars bill to their proper owner. 

      There were only a few disappointments with the book that I thought. I did not like the fact that they skipped around with the charters so much. Here is an example Mr. Woods Rodney’s good friend just left the book and they never told me where he went. They should have also given more information at the end of the book. 

       I learned many things in this book. I learned if want to succeeded in life, you should not to be lazy. An example is when Rodney did not sit on the streets waiting for someone to feed him but he got up and found a job! This book also taught me not to waste someone or my own time. For instance, Rodney did not waste his time everyday sitting around when he was poor but he got out working hard to succeed. An example of not wasting someone else’s time is when he did not waste Mr. Pettigrew and Mr. Sergeant’s time he did what he was suppose to do and not fool around and waste their time and money. The book also taught me to be more caring. An example is when Rodney’s Guardian gave Rodney back his fifty five thousand dollars back when he did not have that much to spree, Rodney said keep it and give it to me when you have it to spree.
        There are only a few things I would change about the ending of this book. I would change it where Mr. Pettigrew went back to New York with Rodney and go to school with him. Mr. Pettigrew never really went to a school and it would be nice to see him educated. Another thing I would change is how he spent his money. I would of liked to see him buy houses and different other things. I liked the book overall and I think the default ending was great. 

      

Chapter Summaries
Chapter 1: A Faithless Guardian
      Rodney was going to a small boarding school. He was a star pupil at the boarding school. His guardian covered expenses. His guardian was a business man from New York. Rodney was leaving the boarding school to go to earn a trade. He was leaving the boarding school to go to Duffield to learn about carpenter’s trade. Dr. Sampson was the principal of the boarding school. He called Rodney into his office and said you have a letter from your guardian. Rodney sat down and read his letter it said, “I have bad news. As you know I was left to watch over you and your fortune by your father. I have never told you the amount left for you by your father but it was about 55,000 dollars. I regret to say that when I spent my own fortune, I spent yours now there are only enough funds to balance your school bills. I do not know where I will go but I am leaving New York soon. I will soon repay you your money”. 

Chapter2: the Case of Jewels
        Rodney also got a box with pictures of his mother and his father. He also received two gold chains, a pair of bracelets, a pearl necklace, a gold ring and some minor articles of jewelry. His mom and dad both died when he was little baby. Rodney paid off the school and until the next month. Rodney started to think how much different his live would be if his parents were alive.

                              Chapter 3: A Strange Disappearance  
       It was time for Rodney to leave the boarding school. He said good bye to all of his friends. Rodney had no other folks to go to they were all dead. Rodney left the boarding school and went for a train to leave for the city. Rodney meet an estate man on the train. They talked and Rodney got his business card. The train was approaching the station but all of a sudden the train ran off track but everyone was ok. Rodney got back into his sit and his case of jewels disappeared.                           
                                       Chapter 4: In Pursuit of a Theft  
The agent asked “was the stuff in the case valuable”? Rodney replied, “Yes it contained jewelry of my mothers and it’s more valuable because she’s dead”. The agent said, “I will help you catch the thief “. They asked the lady who sat beside them “did you see someone take a case that sat beside you”. She replied, “Yes I someone take it and walk out the back of the train. Rodney and the agent asked, “What did he look like”? The lady relied, “He was a tall thin man with faucal hair”. They asked her “Did you see which way he went”? She relied, “Yes he went down that road towards that small town”. They relied, “Thanks” and Rodney and the agent ran off towards the town. When they got there the agent said, “He will most likely check into a hotel”. They went to the only hotel in town and looked on the guess list. There was one just written his name was Mr. Wheeler. They asked the clerk did a tall tin man with faucal hair just check in. The clerk relied, “Yes why”? Rodney said, “Because he is a thief. Rodney said, “Can u tell me which room he is in”? The clerk said, “Yes he is in room number 9”. The agent said, “Can u please take us to the room”. The clerk relied, “Yes I can take u to the room”. They walked to the room and knocked. Mr. Wheeler replied, “Who is it”. The agent replied, we came for the stolen case sir”. Mr. Wheeler opened the door and he recognized Rodney and the agent. Rodney received his case back with out much conflict and asked, “The agent how could he repay him”. The agent said, “noting and they resumed there trip”.  

Chapter 5: A Young Financial Wreck
Rodney said,” what your name agent is”. He said, “Alien Woods". Rodney said," How can I repay you Mr. Woods"? Mr. Woods repaid, “Nan need imp always trying to help someone out". Rodney asked, "Mr. Woods where can I stay that is cheap". Mr. Woods replayed," I know this boarding house that will feed you breakfast, lunch, and dinner and give u a room to stay in. Mr. Woods took Rodney to the place and got him a room. It cost 1 dollar a day to stay there. After that did that Mr. Woods ask Rodney would he like to see how much his jewelry was worth. Mr. Woods took Rodney to a never by jewelry store of his friends. Mr. Woods asked the merchant how much wren these critics wroth. The merchant replied,” It will take me 15 minutes one second please”. The merchant returned after 15 minutes and said,” They are worth around 1300 dollars. After they checked out how much they were worth Rodney went to his to his boarding house and Mr. Woods went to do some business.   
                                  Chapter 6: A Bold Thief  
Rodney saw the guy who tried to steal his case of jewels. The man said,” Hey aren’t u the mister I mistaken your case for my case”? Rodney replied, “Yes sir”. The Mr. said,” Said sorry sir but I have recovered my case now but where are you staying now. Rodney said,” The boarding house down the street. The Mr. said,” O ok but I have to go now good day sir”.  Rodney said,” Bye sir”. Rodney meet up with Mr. Woods and told him that he tried to get a job and told him about the thief that tried to steal his jewels. Mr. Woods had to tell Rodney that he was going away for a week to sell some lots to a rich man. Rodney only had 10 dollars left and Mr. Woods was leaving so he moved out of that boarding house after a week and moved to a smaller place that cost two dollars a week. Rodney then put his jewels where they would in storage place be safe and the storage place was free because the worth of the jewels. 

                                  Chapter 7: At the Newsboy Lodging House 

         After a week the 10 dollars he had was spent except 32 cent of it. He had to think who could help him Mr. Woods was out of town and he does not know anyone esle. Then he remembered Mike the boy who was staying at a Boarding Lodge. Rodney had to leave his other boarding house and go live in the boarding house with Mike. Rodney was not use to this life still.                                                                  
                                            Chapter 8: Rodney Finds a Place
          An English man walked into the poor boys home. Rodney and the English man started talking. The English man name was Mr. Otis Goodnow.  Mr. Goodnow asked,” were u grown up on the streets”. Rodney said,” No sir I inherited a fortune from my dad but my guardian lost it. Mr. Goodnow said, “I can give u a job at my warehouse and pay u 5 dollars a week”. Rodney said,” Yes I would like that”. Mr. Goodwin gave Rodney 5 dollars to last him until he received his paycheck next week. Next, Rodney asked,” Mike if he wanted to room with him in a new hotel. Mike accepted the proposal and they found a new fancy hotel for 2 dollars and half pre week. Rodney then wrote a letter to the principle at his old boarding school asking if he got receive the rest of his cloths. Rodney then gave Mike a nice suit to help him get a better job. He also wanted to get Mike in school to help him get a good education.                                                 

                                     Chapter 9: The First Day At Work 
              A little half past nine, Rodney paused in front of a large five story building. Rodney looked up and scanned the building he would be working at. Rodney walked in and said, “Can I see Mr. Goodnow”. The merchant said,” No he is opening letters for the moment”. Rodney said,” He told me come by today for a job”. The guy said,” Ok go into the back and turn left and Rodney did has told and found Mr.Goodnow sitting in his chair”. Mr. Goodnow said,” Sit and I will be with you in 10 minutes. Rodney sat in the chair and in about ten minuets Mr. Goodnow said,” Hey how can I help you”? Rodney said,” I am the one at the logging cabin you told to stop bye for a job.” Mr. Goodnow said,” O yes Mr.Goodnow called James the employ!. Mr. Goodnow said,” Can u employ Rodney in the store. You can put him any task.” James replied,” Will do sir.” Rodney enjoyed his new job for Mr. Goodnow. After a hard days work at Mr.Goodnow’s He went to his home and asked,” Mike how was his day”. Mike replied,” It was alright I made a dollar and 10 cent”. Mike then gave Rodney 25 cent towards the rent and Rodney said,” My cloths came in today Mike”. Mike said ,”Great”. And Rodney then replied here try this suit on”. Mike put on the suit and it fit just like it was made for him.
                                     Chapter 10-Mike Puts on a Uniform 
             Rodney wanted Mike to get out of black booting and mike wanted to get out of it to. Mike wanted to be telegraph boy but he need to get 10 dollars ahead. Mike was standing near the ladies room when he saw a leather pocket book on the ground. He picked and said to himself that he should do the right thing. He didn’t look in the pocket book and about 5 minute later a nice look lady came looking for it. Mike said,” to the lady are you missing something and the lady replied, ”Yes sir”. Mike said,” Are you looking for a pocket book.\”. She replied and said,” Yes”. Mike said,” Here is your pocket book madam and she said,” Here is 10 dollars for your generosity”.  
                                       Chapter 11:Missing Goods 

        Rodney got promoted to stock clerk. Rodney got promoted over Jasper a guy two years older then him and his uncle has been working there for fifteen years. Jasper was angry at Rodney for taking his spot but Jasper wasn’t a very good worker. A few days later some cloths went missing. Mr. Goodnow called Jaspers uncle into the room and said,” Some articles of cloths have gone missing. Mr. Goodnow said,” Do not tell anyone about this just keep eyes on people below you. Jaspers uncle said ,”Ok” and later that day he told his nephew about the problem. Jasper and his uncle discussed the problem for a little while and hoped it to be Rodney for Jasper wanted his spot.                                   
                                Chapter 12 -What was Found in His Room. 

Jasper was the one who sole the stuff sell it with his friend. And was trying to get Rodney fired. Next, Jasper’s uncle wrote a letter to Mr.  Goodnow and said he excepted Rodney for stealing the articles. They found the articles in Rodney room. 
                                       Chapter13: Charged with Theft 
Mr.Goodnow called Rodney into the office thinking that he stole the items. Rodney knew noting of the stolen items.  After talking with Mr. Goodnow, Rodney wanted to take him to his place and show him he has stolen noting. They found the items in his room. Rodney not knowing that jasper put them there.  Mr. Goodnow thinks that Rodney did it 

                                Chapter 14:Rodney is Discharged 

When Rodney got back to the office Mr. Redwood and Mr. Goodnow talked to him. Mr. Goodnow asked Rodney how the articles got into his room. Rodney said,” I do not know but I did not steal your things”. Mr. Goodnow asked,” Rodney did u ask the person at the front desk that watches if anyone comes in”. Rodney replied,” Yes she saw no one come in”. Mr. Goodnow said,” This looks very bad for you Rodney but im not going to take u to court but I am going to discharge you”. Rodney was very disappointed that he was discharge because he enjoyed working there. Goodnow then said go get what you worked for this week and leave.” Mr. Goodnow was rude to Rodney even thoghe though he thought he did it.  

                                       Chapter 15:A Rich Find 
Rodney had to find a new job but know one hire him because Mr. Goodnow wouldn’t recommend him for a job. Rodney asked,” Mike if he could get a job has a telegraph boy with him”. Mike thought and replied,” Your much better then a telegraph Rodney”.  Mike then said,” You are way better then a telegraph boy has I”. Rodney said,” How much do u make” and Mike replied,” I make around 55 cents a day”. Rodney then said,” Well know one else will take me and a telegraph boy is low key”. Rodney then got a job has a telegraph boy. He barely had enough for his daily expenses the next morning, Jasper was walking with one of his friends and his friend said,” Isn’t that the boy you got fired”.  Jasper thought for a second and said,” Yes I believe that is Rodney”. Then Jasper and his friend went over to Rodney and said,” Hey Rodney how are you”. Rodney then said,” Oh hi Jasper how are you and would u like a paper”. They then talked for a few minutes and Jasper said,” I’m sorry but I have to go to work now bye”. Rodney was handing out papers beside a jewelry store when he saw a small wrapped box on the ground. He opened it looked in side of the box and it was a diamond necklace and a few more articles. He then saw an address on the box and took it straight to the address on the box. He finally arrived at the house. A savant answered the door and said,” How can I help you young man in a rude way”. “Can I talk with Mrs. Harvey” asked Rodney. The servant said,” About what.”  Rodney said,” Just go get Mrs. Harvey I have something very important for her”. The servant then said,” Ok please wait a second”. After about five minutes, Mrs. Harvey came to the door and said,” How can I help you young man and please come in the parlor”. Rodney said,” I have found something that I believe belongs to you”. She then replied,” Oh thank you so much you have found my articles that I bought for my daughters wedding”. Rodney then handed her the box and  said,” No problem I like to help people out”. 
                                 Chapter 16: A Surprising Turn of Events 
Mrs. Harvey said,” To Rodney do you have a job”. Rodney said,” No I got discharge from my last for someone setting me up for stealing”. Mrs. Harvey said,” I don’t believe a dishonest boy would bring me back such a valuable box”. Rodney replied,”I don’t believe so ether but Mr. Goodnow really believes I did it”. Mrs. Harvey said are you a poor boy”? Rodney replied,” Yes I am very poor boy with no job”. Mrs. Harvey said,” You don’t look poor by your cloths”. Rodney then said,” I haven’t been poor for all my life I just recently became poor when my Gradiun lost all my money”. Mrs. Harvey said,” Please tell me the story”. After telling his story, she said,” My cousin is looking for a tutor for his child and you said,” You know Latin and Greek”. Rodney replied,” Oh yes I was ready for college right before I lost all my fortune”. Mrs.Harvery gave him her cousin’s address and he headed out for the address”. After talking with Mr. Sergeant Mrs. Harvey’s cousin and telling him his story. Mr. Sergeant said,” Author come here and talk with your possible new tutor. Arthur came running down stairs. Author ran up and shook his hand. Arthur was not a shy child. Rodney and Arthur talked for a second and Arthur really seemed to like Rodney. Arthur said to his dad,” Hire him daddy I really like him”. Mr. Sergeant said,” Rodney I don’t want you to be only a tutor I want you to be Arthur’s Companion”. Rodney said,” I can do that I get along with kids great sir”. Mr. Sergeant said,” I can tell you do and I really like you and how much you want to get paid, Rodney”.  Rodney said,” I don’t care Sir whatever you think is suitable”. Mr. Sergeant said,” How about 15 dollars and if you need more just say it and it will be granted”. 
                                    Chapter17: Jasper Connfes 

 
Jasper and his friend was thinking how bad they treated Rodney. Jasper’s friend was thinking of telling Mr. Goodnow what happened. Jasper and his friend was thinking about telling Mr. Goodnow what had happened. Jasper and Carlton did not tell Mr. Goodnow but were nicer to Rodney when they saw him on the streets again. 

Chapter 18 and 19: Rodney's Secret Is Discovered and Jasper's Revenge

Jasper did not follow up on there plan and was mean to Rodney again. Even thought Rodney still did not know; Jasper had got him discharged he was still nice to him. Jasper still tries to talk to him. Jasper was always trying to figure out what Rodney was doing. Jasper had fingered out where Rodney lived and how much he made at his job.. After a month Rodney started to get paid 20 dollars a week. Jasper was jealous and he wrote a letter saying bad things about Rodney trying to get Rodney discharged. 

Chapter 20:Rodney Loses His Pupil

Jasper saw Rodney on the street four days later. Jasper was wondering Rodney had got discharged. Rodney was still being friendly even though he knew he sent the letter. Four weeks later Mr. Sergeant said to Rodney,” I’m sorry but I might have bad news for u Rodney me and my family have been wonting to go to Europe for sometime now. So you and Arthur will stop working in a week”. Rodney said,” That’s okay”. A week later it was time for Arthur and his family to leave. Rodney sat on the dock watching them leave very sadly. 

Chapter 21: Continued Problems
A few days later, Rodney finds a new job at a whole sale house on.  James a former worker at Mr. Goodnows’s shop worked there. Two days later Jasper meet James on the street. James and Jasper started to talk and Jasper told him what Rdoney had done. James told Jasper where he worked now. The next day Jasper wrote a letter in telling what he had done at Mr. Goodnow’s. Rodney got discharged again. 
                       Chapter 22: An Old Acquaintance Turns Up 

Rodney still had not found any work in three weeks. Rodney was walking when he saw Louis Wheeler the man who tried to still steal his jewelry. He saw him talking to a western man.  Rodney sat down listening to what they where saying. Mr. Wheeler was saying that he is very wealthy man and the Western man said that he is very rich from his dad’s fortune and mines in the west. Wheeler left the table to go buy tickets for the show him and Mr. Pettigrew were going to. Rodney sat in Mr. Wheelers and told him about Mr. Wheeler. Rodney and Mr. Pettigrew started talking and he said you have some missfortunesants come your way sir. Mr. Pettigrew said,” You should come out to the west there is good money out there”. Rodney said,” When are you going back sir”? Mr. Pettigrew said,” Soon and thanks for telling me about Mr. Wheeler. Mr. Pettigrew said,” If you follow and show me around New York I will pay for you to go back with me. Rodney replied,” I would like that”. Mr. Pettigrew replied,” Good here is my card meet me up in my room because I’m sure Mr. Wheeler is on his way back”. 

         Chapter 22:  Mr. Wheeler Has a Set Back and A Change of Scene

Mr. Pettigrew and Mr. Wheeler was talking about a few things and heading for the show.  After the show Mr. Wheelers said,” are you hungry because I am the show worked me up an apatite”. Mr. Pettigrew said,” Oh yes sir it did the same for me”. Mr. Pettigrew and Mr. Wheeler went to eat at a well-known restaurant called Delmonico’s. Mr. Wheeler thought looked at the bill and said to him,” I hope he does not except me to pay ten dollars for the mill”. In Mr. Pettigrew mind he was thinking I bet he is thinking of an excuse of not paying”. Mr. Wheeler said,” I sure did any joy the mill thanks sir”. Mr. Pettigrew said,” Oh can you get this one I have to go use the bathroom”. Mr. Wheeler said,” Oh I would but it seems that I left my wallet on my other jacket. Mr. Pettigrew said,” Please leave the table you’re noting but an adventure trying to get money off rich people. Mr. Wheeler shock and said,” I think you must miss stack me sir”. Mr. Pettigrew said,” No sir some has told me all about your ways. Now please leave you have scored a mill off of me”.  Mr. Wheeler left thinking how a western catch could on that fast and who could have told him”. Mr. Pettigrew meets Rodney back at the hotel and said thanks for warning me about him”. Rodney replied,” No problem sir happy to do well “. Mr. Pettigrew said how much did you make at your last job”. Rodney replied,” Seven dollars a week”. Mr. Pettigrew said,” That if I pay you seven dollars and pay for all your mills and take you back to Montana with me”? Rodney said,” How could you say no to such a great offer”? Rodney asked,” Mr. Pettigrew when are you going back to Montana in two weeks are so”. The next week Mr. Pettigrew got a letter from his uncle saying that he had lost his two thousand dollars and is about to lose the farm. Mr. Pettigrew I must go help my uncle in Boston”. Mr. Pettigrew said,” You must come to Boston with me”. Rodney said,” Sure”. Mr. Pettigrew said,” Go pack your bags and we are leaving at four. 

Chapter 23:  Jefferson Pettigrew's Home

Rodney and Mr. Pettigrew were on the upper deck of the Puritan. Mr. Pettigrew and Rodney were on there way to his small town in Vermont. Mr. Pettigrew and Rodney talked all the way there. Mr. Pettigrew told Rodney that he was poor kid when he was little and everyone called him lazy. They also said that he wouldn’t make it in life but Mr. Pettigrew did not believe them. Mr. Pettigrew told Rodney how he was not going to tell everyone how wealthy he had come but tell everyone that you have all the money. Rodney said," Ok but why sir". He replied and said," I will explain later". The Boat arrived around 5 o'clock. Mr. Pettigrew said,” Rodney we are staying at a small hotel but first I have to check with my uncle”. 

                              Chapter 24: A Change of Scene 

News spreads fast in country village. The word had got out that Mr. Pettigrew had returned with a rich boy. After eating supper there were many friends waiting out side the hotel’s restaurant. Friends asked ,”If he had become wealthy others asked who is with you and others asked,” How long you will be staying” and others asked I heard Rodney Ropes was worth Million’s . Mr. Pettigrew answered his friends with maybe, Rodney Ropes, three or four days, and yes he is. After going back into the hotel and back up to there room Mr. Pettigrew said,” Rodney can you wait here so I can go talk to my uncle and my aunt about there mortgage. Rodney replied,” Oh yes sir”. Uncle and Aunt Cyrus did not know their nephew had returned home. They were talking about their nephew how sweet and a kind boy he was when some friend started knocking on their door. Uncle Cyrus opened the door and the local friend said your nephew has returned and he has brought a rich boy with him. Uncle Cyrus said to his wife I wonder why he hasn’t come to see us yet.” When he looked out the window and saw his nephew walking towards their house. The local friend said I will go now I’m sure you’ll won’t to be along. 

                      Chapter 25: Jefferson Pettigrew's Home

Mr. Pettigrew and his uncle caught up on thing and talked about the mortgage. The mortgage was thirteen hundred dollars including` interest .Mr. Pettigrew wonted Rodney to get most of the credit. The farm house was mortgaged to Mr. Squire Sheldon and the property value would parolee rise because of a railroad track should be running right threw here. Mr. Pettigrew went back to the hotel and got Rodney and went back to his uncle’s. Rodney meet Mr. Pettigrew’s Uncle and aunt Cyrus. Pettigrew asked,” His uncle could he show Rodney the farm.” His uncle replied and said,” Oh yes!” Mr. Pettigrew and Rodney walked field to field talking about the farm Mr. Pettigrew told Rodney about the investments. They went back to the house and told His uncle they will do it. His uncle's eyes lit up with joy. Mr. Squire Sheldon will be coming at 2 o'clock. Then Rodney and I will take care of business then. 
Chapter 26: The Boy Businessman

On the morning of the same day Mr. Sheldon was in his thinking office when he received a visitor said his servant. It was Mr. Caldwell the rail rode administrator. Mr. Caldwell and Mr. Sheldon talked about the rail rode and where it would pass by at. Mr. Sheldon asked,” His partner would he like to see the farm house.” Mr. Caldwell said,” Very well” and they were headed off to the farm. Mr. Caldwell asked Squire Shelton who lives there and asked,” Will he let me run the rail rode so close to his house. Mr. Shelton had a smile on his face I hold mortgage on the house and I close it today at 2 o’clock. Caldwell asked,” Mr. Shelton does he have money and does he have any friends with money?” Shelton said,” No he is a poor old man with no friends and no money”. Caldwell said,” Ok then you are fine”. Shelton then replied and said,” Yes I know and would u like to eat lunch with me before I close the deal?” Me Caldwell said,” Very well”. At 2 O ‘clock Mr. Pettigrew knocked on the door and Aunt Cyrus opened the door and let Mr. Shelton in. He asked,” Is your husband here?” She said,” Yes he is waiting in the kitchen waiting on you.” Mr. Shelton walked into the kitchen there he found Cyrus. Cyrus asked him for another year but Shelton said,” No”. Mr. Shelton said,” You don’t have to money and I’m going to pay you 1800$ for the farm now lets finish this.” Cyrus said,” Wrong and he called his nephew and Rodney into the room”. Mr. Shelton said,” what is this?” Mr. Pettigrew said,” He does have the money to pay it off,” Mr. Shelton said,” I will not take check. Mr. Pettigrew replied and said,” Ah good because we are paying with cash.” Shelton walked out of the house and meet back up with his friend and said,” They paid off the mortgage in a hollow voice”. After all the rail rode did cross the farm , and Uncle Cyrus was paid two thousand dollars for the right of the way, much to the disappointment friend Lemuel Shaldon , who felt this sum ought to have gone in his own pocket . 

Chapter 27: The Failure of Spuire Sheldom's Plot
After paying off the mortgage Mr. Pettigrew said to Rodney,” Remember the story I told you about the church I went to when I was younger and the person who ran it he only made four hundred dollars a year?” Well he was a good friend when I lived here he looked out for me and I would like to give him a gift because he has not received a big or small one in his whole life. Mr. Pettigrew went to his house it was a small cottage on the left hand side of the rode. The Minster opened the door and saw Mr. Pettigrew and said,” Oh I how are you. I heard you were in town and I was hoping you would stop bye”. Mrs. Canfield said,” Please come and sit and Mrs. Canfield will take care of you. They talked about things and how they were”. Mr. Pettigrew then asked,” How are your children?” Mr. Canfield replied and said,” Maria married a rich man in the next town over, Benjamin is employed at a book store and Austin wants to go to college.” Mr. Canfield then said,” I don’t have the funds to send Austin to college.” Mr. Pettigrew asked,” How much is it?” He replied and said,” One hundred and fifty dollars a year but all the other things to will broke a poor man.” Mr. Pettigrew gave Mr. Canfield two hundred dollars and said,” I have to go now and use this money to send Austin to college and I will send more soon”. Mr. Canfield said,” How can I ever repay you?” Mr. Pettigrew said you will never have to re pay besides being a friend.” Mr. Canfield said,” I will always be your friend and do I say you gave me this money?” He replied and said,” No! Just say you received it from a friend.” Mr. Canfield said,” Said bye and I hope to see you again. Mr. Pettigrew told Rodney who was waiting outside the door lets go back to New York and get your things. After eating with his uncle and aunt they both headed off to New York. Returning to New York getting ready for their Western journey, Rodney gave some of his wardrobe to Mike Flynn and bought some plain suits suitable for his new home. Rodney was walking on Broadway when he ran into Jasper Redwood. Jasper said right away,” Have you found a place Rodney.” Rodney said,” I’m leaving the city.” Jasper replied,” That might be a good idea not all can succeed in the city.” Rodney replied and said,” I did not say I was going to the country I said I was going to Montana.” Jasper replied,” That is far away how can you afford that? Rodney said,” Jasper you really show considerable curiosity about my affaires I have money enough to buy my way and I think I can find work when I get out there now good day bye.”  
                          Chapter 28: A Minster Is Reward 

Three weeks later the miners who were sitting on the narrow veranda of the miners Rest` Hotel in Oreville, Montana.  It was in Oreville that Mr. Pettigrew had valuable mining property, on which he employed quite a number of men. Mr. Pettigrew signaled Rodney to come up to his office. Rodney came up to his office and Mr. Pettigrew said,” How do you like Montana?” Rodney replied,” Well enough that I am glad that I came.” Mr. Pettigrew replied,” Still you are not partial to the work of a miner.” “Can think of other things I would prefer to do” Rodney said. “How would you prefer keeping a hotel” asked Pettigrew? “Is there a hotel opening any where?” asked Rodney. Mr. Pettigrew said,” Yes I just bought the Miners` Hotel.” Mr. Pettigrew said,” I would like you to be my manger of it” Rodney said,” I would like that sir.” Rodney and Mr. Pettigrew talked about the hotel.” Rodney would get paid 125 dollars a month. Rodney would start Monday and he would have 2 waiters and a cook under him. Gordon who owned the Hotel before was going East to get marry his old high school girl friend. Rodney asked Gordon how he had made running the Hotel Mr. Gordon said,” 50,000 dollars in five years maybe you can triple that with a smile Gordon said.” A few days later Rodney was running the hotel and was catching on. The cook started complaining about a boy telling him what to do. Rodney told Mr. Pettigrew about this and he said,” If he plans again just tell him to report to me or just tell him to leave. I have a back up cook that ran a restaurant for five years in New York.” The next day the cook plans again Rodney said,” Well I’m not going to put up with this you can leave at the end of the week it’s your choice.  The Cook said,” Fine” with a disappointment look on his face.” The cook said,” I’m starter then that I will leave to night” Rodney said,” Go report to Mr. Pettigrew then.” The cook reported in to Mr. Pettigrew and Mr. Pettigrew said whets the problem?” The cook replied I like to do things my way and no little kid telling me what to do!” Mr. Pettigrew said,” That’s fine we will have to let you go then.” How are you going to do with out me have Rodney cooking?” Mr. Pettigrew said,” No we have a miner who can cook.” He ran a restaurant for five years in New York and he will come in tonight.” “Now go report back into to Rodney and get your check for this week.” The cook said,” Never mind I won’t to stay.” Mr. Pettigrew said,” You will never work for me again you discharged your self now please leave.” Rodney paid him his dues and the young landlord had triumphed. 

                         Chapter 29: A Mining Town in Montana 

At the end of the month Mr. Pettigrew was looking over the books and said to Rodney,” How much did I agree to pay you? Rodney replied and said,” One hundred and fifty dollars a month well I’m giving you a raise to two hundred and fifty dollars a month. Rodney said,” You can’t be serious.” Mr. Pettigrew said,” I am being dead serious.” Rodney said,” That is a rate of only 3000dollars a year.” Yes, but you are earning it.” You know I am only a boy” Rodney said. Does not matter has long has you know tour business. I am very grateful to you Mr. Pettigrew Rodney said,” I can save 200 hundred dollars a month”. Mr. Pettigrew said,” DO so and I will find you a paying investment for the money.” Three months passed when one afternoon a tall thin man walked in wearing a high hat and a large coat with an imitation diamond of large size on his shirt. He walked in the public room of the Miners` Rest and walking up to the counter prepared to register his name. As he stood at the counter with his pen Rodney recognized him immediately. It was Louis Wheeler the adventurer. Rodney said,” Mr. Wheeler?” Mr. Wheeler said,” You know me?” Then Mr. Wheeler remembered and said,” You’re the kid from New York”.  Rodney and Mr. Wheeler talked for a little bit and Mr. Wheeler said,” Well I would like to check in now can you give me a nice room?” Rodney said,” Yes but you will have to pay in a week advance.” Mr. Wheeler replied and said,” No problem and laid down 25 dollars. Rodney told Mr. Pettigrew about his arrival and he was amazed that he found them.” Mr. Pettigrew asked Rodney what he was here far.” Rodney replied,” He said business.” Rodney and Mr. Pettigrew both said,” Yeah right HAHA.” A few days later Mr. Wheeler was becoming popular among the miners. The next evening a miner woke up and came to the stair case and yelled” I have been robbed”. He got everyone’s actuation. They replied and said,” What have you been robbed of?” Two hundred of gold I was going to send it to my wife in New Hemisphere. Mr. Pettigrew asked,” Mr. Wheeler do you have any suggestions?” Mr. Wheeler said, yes, let’s try and repay him Mr. Wheeler laid down five bucks and everyone else laid down money.” After everyone gave, Mr. Wheeler picked the money up and gave it to the miner. The miner looked so stunned that he did not say anything except “thank you kind sir”. Mr. Wheeler said,” I love to help people out now what about a song on my violin with some happy tones to end the day.” 

Chapter 30: The Mysterious Robbery

Mr. Pettigrew and Rodney had put together a plan to catch Mr. Wheeler. Mr. Pettigrew went to go get some gold and put it in a bag and walked threw the lobby with it. Rodney asked Mr. Pettigrew if he was worried about someone stealing it. Mr. Pettigrew said,” No I have never been robbed in my life”. Mr. Wheeler thought I only have 27 dollars left from the miner’s money. I shall steal that bag of coins that belong to Mr. Pettigrew. The hotel closed at 10 and everyone went to bed early because mining is a tiresome job. Mr. Wheeler was sitting in his bed waiting till about 11 o’clock. When 11 o’clock came Mr. Wheeler got out of his bed and walked Mr. Pettigrew’s door and was ready to pick the lock but the door was opened.  Mr. Wheeler looked around the room for about five minutes looking for the gold. Mr. Wheeler said to him self,” This is to easy it’s under the bed Mr. Pettigrew isn’t that sharp.” Then he heard the door lock from the outside.” Rodney had locked the door from the outside. The crook could not get out and Rodney knocked on the door to wake Mr. Pettigrew. After Mr. Wheeler tried to explain himself. Mr. Pettigrew said,” Please leave the Hotel before the other miners find out they would probroly hang you. The next day he told all the other miners what Mr. Wheeler was the teift of all the money. 

Chapter 31: Mr. Wheeler Explains
Rodney was quiet happy being the landlord of the Miners` Hotel but it put long and tiresome hours on Rodney. Mr. Pettigrew saw that Rodney was growing tiresome and looked like he needed a vacation. Mr. Pettigrew asked Rodney,” If he would like a vacation”. Rodney replied and said,” I would love a vacation Mr. Pettigrew”. Mr. Pettigrew said,” Would you like to ride on horse back to the next town over and look at my other mine”? Rodney said,” I would love noting else”. Mr. Pettigrew replied and said,” Ok great. I am sure the fresh air will do you great deed”.  Rodney and Mr. Pettigrew talked over trip and got all the details sorted out. Rodney left Monday with no rush to arrive at his destination. It took two and half days to arrive at his destination. After checking on everything Rodney had a surprise on his way back to Orville. Rodney was supposed to arrive back at Orville that day when two guys armed with pistol’s stopped Rodney. They said to Rodney,” Followed us or be killed”. Rodney obeyed and followed the two men on horse back. Right before they reached there destination, they blind folded Rodney. They took Rodney into a deep dark cave. Rodney thought and asked his captors,” why am I being held hostage”. They answered and said,” You are being held ransom for five thousand dollars. Rodney replied and said,” Who is suppose to pay that for me”? His captors replied,” Mr. Pettigrew we have researched him and he is worth over one hundred thousand dollars. The captors told Rodney to shut up until dinner is ready. Creasier a salve boy for the captors was making dinner for them. Dinner time came around and Rodney enjoyed the simple but good meal. The captors asked Rodney many questions about Mr. Pettigrew. Rodney asked, “But how do you know me”? His captors replied, “We know Mr. Pettigrew owns lots of mines and we know you are a close friend of his”. Rodney started to think and he remembers seeing these people at the hotel one day. The captors told Rodney to,” Write a letter to Mr. Pettigrew saying he was being held ransom and he must pay five thousand dollars to get him back. Rodney did has they said and they told the slave boy to go to Orville to take it to Mr. Pettigrew. Creasier took Rodney’s horse at instructed and took the letter to Mr. Pettigrew. Three hours later Mr. Pettigrew received the letter. Mr. Pettigrew told the message boy to wait for and hour where he could think. Mr. Pettigrew gathered the miners together and saw who was up to follow the boy back and see where there hide out was. Fred and Otto was up for the challenge after all they were both out laws their self. Mr. Pettigrew told Fred and Otto to be armed to fight if something happens. Fred and Otto bought grabbed there guns and followed Creasier. Mr. Pettigrew reposed to the letter and told Creasier to take it back to the captors. Creasier went back to get his horse but someone had stolen it which was a lot easier for Fred and Otto since either of them had a horse and Creasier was small, humped backed and one leg was longer then the other. The captors left when Creasier. Rodney was still blind folded and tied up in a chair. Rodney untied the ropes and got out of his chair. There were many tunnels in the cave. After exploring the cave for a little while something caught Rodney’s eye. Something that made his heart stop. Rodney had found a mine prospect. Rodney looked at the gold for a little bit more and remembered where the gold was. Rodney went back to his chair and blind folded his self and tied himself back up. About twenty minutes later he heard fine guns shots out side the door. Otto and Fred had found Rodney and shot and killed the captors. Thirty minutes later Rodney was on his way back to Orville. Right when Mr. Pettigrew saw Rodney he said,” Welcome home boy. I was so worried about you.” Rodney said,” I am fine and thank you so much for saving my life”. Mr. Pettigrew replied and said,” That is what friends are for”. Otto and Fred figured out that they have killed the Dixon bothers there was a thousand dollar bounty on both of them. Otto and Fred both received a thousand dollars for killing them. Mr. Pettigrew said to Rodney,” You should have received a little amount of that money because you did help catch them”. Rodney said,” No problem I have even a sweeter prize”. Mr. Pettigrew said,” What do you mean”. Rodney said,” Come to the cave with me I wont to show you what I have found”. Mr. Pettigrew and Rodney went to the cave that day and Rodney told Mr. Pettigrew what he had found on the way there. When they arrived at the cave they found Creasier their. They asked him,” What are you still doing here”? Creasier replied and said,” I have no where else to go”. They asked Creasier,” What are you going to do”? He said,” I would like to go to New York and be a news paper boy but I do not have the money to get there. Mr. Pettigrew said,” Here’s one hundred dollars and go where ever you won’t to. After fifteen minutes the boy was out of the cave and Rodney could show Mr. Pettigrew the gold. After about looking at it for five minutes noting was said. Rodney said,” Well?” in a lit ton. Mr. Pettigrew replied and said,” Only this:   that you have hit upon the richest gold deposits in Montana. Mr. Pettigrew said,” Here is a mining prospect that will make us both rich”. “I am glad I did not mistaken “said Rodney simply. The next few days the deposit was made known. It new speeded far and fast. There was an influx of mining men, and within a week Rodney and Mr. Pettigrew were offered a hundred and fifty thousand dollars for the mine. Rodney found his self the possessor of seventy five thousand dollars in cash. They named the mine after Rodney and called it the Rodney Mine. 
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